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GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION
We guarantee you will enjoy the trails in 
this book. If not, or if you are dissatisfied 
with the book in any other way, return it 
to us for a full refund. Or, call our toll-
free number during business hours at 
1-877-222-7623. We promise to do what-
ever it takes to make you happy. 

DISCLAIMER    
     Travel in Colorado’s backcountry is, by 
its very nature, potentially dangerous and 
could result in property damage, injury or 
even death. The scope of this book can-
not predict every possible hazard you may 
encounter. If you drive any of the trails in 
this book, you acknowledge these risks and 
assume full responsibility. You are the final 
judge as to whether a trail is safe to drive 
on any given day, whether your vehicle is 
capable of the journey and what supplies 
you should carry. The information con-
tained herein cannot replace good judgment 
and proper preparation on your part. The 
publisher and authors of this book disclaim 
any and all liability for bodily injury, death 
or property damage that could occur to you 
or any of your passengers.
     We have made every effort to update 
trails to match U.S. Forest Service Motor 
Vehicle Use Maps (MVUMs) that were 
available at the time of this writing. We 
cannot match maps that have not yet been 
issued or keep up with annual changes to 
existing maps. We will attempt to report 
changes on our Web site, but make no 
guarantee of accuracy. You are ultimately 
responsible for following the latest and 
correct MVUM. In addition, OHV laws 
described in this book change constantly. 
We do our best to keep up with them; 
however, you are ultimately responsible 
to know the correct and latest laws. The 
publisher and authors of this book disclaim 
any and all liability for fines or other pun-
ishment that could result from being on the 
wrong trail or breaking the law.

Note: Telephone numbers and Websites that 
appear in this book were verified Jan. 2011. 
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TRAIL LIST

AREA 1 MAP 18
Fort Collins, Walden, 
Red Feather Lakes,
Buckhorn Canyon
  1. North Sand Hills 20

  2. Back Way to 

 North Sand Hills* 22

  3. Deadman Road* 24

  4. Sand Creek Road* 26

  5. Deadman Lookout* 28

  6.Cherokee Park,

 Halligan Reservoir* 30 

  7. Kelly Flats 32

  8. Sevenmile Creek* 34

  9. Bald Mountain* 36

10. Green Ridge Trail 38

11. Roaring Creek Rd.* 40

12. Montgomery Pass 42

13. Baker Pass 44

14. Long Draw

 Reservoir Road* 46

15. Old Flowers Road 48

16. Moody Hill,

 Crystal Mountain 50

17. Ballard Road* 52

18. West White Pine

 Mountain* 54

19. Pingree Park,

 Monument Gulch* 56

20. Greer Road* 58

AREA 2 MAP 60
Loveland, Estes Park, 
Raymond, Longmont
21. Storm Mountain,

 Bear Gulch 62

22. Old Fall River Road 64

23. Pole Hill 66

24. Pierson Park Road 68

25. Johnny Park Road 70

26. Rock Creek* 72

27. Bright Trail* 74

28. Bunce School Road, 

 Ironclads, T-33 Site 76

29. Middle St. Vrain,

 Coney Flats 78

30. Miller Rock 80

# Name Pg.

AREA 5 MAP 152
Steamboat Springs,
Hahns Peak,
Rabbit Ears Pass
64. Elkhorn Mountain 154

65. Ellis Jeep Trail 156

66. Hahns Peak 158

67. Farwell Mountain

 via Lost Dog* 160

68. Buffalo Pass 162

69. Rabbit Ears Peak* 164

AREA 6 MAP 166
Vail, Glenwood Springs, 
Yampa, Meeker
70. Aldrich Lakes* 168

71. Hay Flat* 170

72. Deadhorse Loop* 172

73. Red Dirt Road* 174

74. Coffee Pot Road 176

75. Grizzly Jeep Trail 178

76. Adams Lake 180

77. Transfer Trail 182

78. Dotsero Crater* 184

79. Bocco Mountain,

 Blue Lake* 186

80. Red & White Mtn. 188

 

# Name Pg.

AREA 3 MAP 82
Boulder, Nederland, 
Central City, Idaho Spgs.
31. Lefthand OHV Area 84

32. Switzerland Trail 86

33. Pennsylvania

  Gulch* 88

34. Gordon Gulch* 90

35. Caribou 4WD Route 92

36. Rollins Pass East 94

37.  West Magnolia 96

38. Gross Reservoir* 98

39. Apex Road 100

40. Moon & Gamble

 Gulches 102

41. Pickle Gulch* 104

42. Kingston Peak 106

43. Loch Lomond 108

44. Chinns Lake 110

45. Yankee Hill Road 112

46. Nevadaville Loop* 114

47. Oh-My-God Road,

 Russell Gulch* 116

AREA 4 MAP 118
Winter Park, Empire,
Grand Lake, Kremmling
48. Blacktail Creek* 120

49. Trough Trail 122

50. Sidewinder* 124

51. Sheephorn Mtn.* 126

52. Williams Peak Rd. 128

53. Mulstay Creek* 130

54. Stillwater Pass 132

55. LIttle Gravel 

 Mountain* 134

56.North Supply Ck. 136

57. Beaver Creek,

 Muddy Creek* 138

58. Byers Peak 140

59. Rollins Pass West 142

60. Jones Pass 144

61. Bill Moore Lake 146

62. Red Elephant Hill,

 Empire Loop 148

63. Democrat

 Mountain* 150

# Name Pg.

Green = Easy,   Blue = Moderate,   Red = Difficult

4 5

TRAIL FINDER 

* New Trails

To find a trail, use list 

at left and these maps 

to determine in which 

area a trail is located, 

then turn to the page 

indicated. Detailed 

area maps will direct 

you to individual 

trails. 



Trail ratings are very subjective. 
Conditions change for many reasons, 
including weather and time of year. 
An easy trail can quickly become dif-
ficult when washed out by a rainstorm 
or blocked by a fallen rock. You must 
be the final judge of a trail’s condi-
tion on the day you drive it. If any part 
of a trail is difficult, the entire trail is 
rated difficult. You may be able to drive 
a significant portion of a trail before 
reaching the difficult spot. Read each 
trail description carefully for specific 
information. 

    Easy
Gravel, dirt, clay, sand, 
or mildly rocky road. 
Gentle grades. Water 
levels low except during 
periods of heavy runoff. 
Full-width single lane 
or wider with adequate 

room to pass most of the time. Where 
shelf conditions exist, road is wide with 
minor sideways tilt. Clay roads, when 
wet, can significantly increase difficulty. 
Some trails can be driven in 2WD under 
ideal conditions. Others will need 4WD 
and, in some cases, low-range gearing.

6

    Moderate
Rutted dirt or rocky 
road. Careful tire place-
ment may be necessary. 
Some grades fairly 
steep but manageable 
if dry. Soft sand pos-
sible. Sideways tilt will 

require caution. Narrow shelf roads 
possible. Backing may be necessary to 
pass. Water depths passable for stock 
high-clearance vehicles except during 
periods of heavy runoff. Mud holes 
may be present especially in the spring. 
Undercarriage may scrape occasion-
ally depending on ground clearance. 
Rock-stacking may be necessary in 
some cases. Brush may touch vehicle. 
Four-wheel drive, low range, and higher 
ground clearance required in most 
cases. Standard factory skid plates and 
tow hooks recommended on many trails.

     Difficult 
Grades can be very 
steep with severe 
ground undulation 
and large boulders. 
Sideways tilt can be 
extreme. Sand hills 
very steep with soft 

downslopes. Deep water crossings pos-
sible. Shelf roads extremely narrow; 
use caution in full-size vehicle. Passing 
may be difficult with backing required 
for long distances. Brush may scratch 
sides of vehicle. Body damage possible. 
Some trails suitable for more aggressive 
stock vehicles but most trails require 
vehicle modification. Lifts, differential 
lockers, aggressive articulation, and/or 
winches recommended in many cases. 
Skid plates and tow hooks required. 

7

TRAIL RATINGS DEFINED 

Author’s Vehicles: (See photos) 
A. 2005 Ford Escape: Stock 4-cyl. 4WD, no 
low, street tires and no off-road package.
 

B. 2002 Grand Cherokee: Stock 4WD, skid 
plates and tow hooks, A/T tires and CB radio.

C. 2001 Jeep® Wrangler: Equipped with 
TeraFlex 3" lift with long-arm kit, 9,000 lb. 
Warn winch, Dana 44 rear axle; 410 gears, 
Tera Low 4/1 transfer case, ARB lockers front 
and rear, York on-board air system, Predator 
skid plates, High-Country rocker panel guards, 
Curry bumpers, Alumi� ex tie rod, Xenon 
extended � airs, stock 4-liter engine, 33 x 12.50 
BFG A/T tires and CB radio. 

 ® “Jeep” is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation.  I
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  1. North Sand Hills 20

  2. Back Way to

 North Sand Hills 22

  3. Deadman Road 24

  4. Sand Creek Road 26

  5. Deadman Lookout 28

  6. Cherokee Park,

 Halligan Reservoir 30 

  7. Kelly Flats 32

  8. Sevenmile Creek 34

  9. Bald Mountain 36

10. Green Ridge Trail 38

11. Roaring Creek Rd. 40

12. Montgomery Pass 42

13. Baker Pass 44

14. Long Draw 

 Reservoir Road 46

15. Old Flowers Road 48

16. Moody Hill,

 Crystal Mountain 50

17. Ballard Road 52

18. West White Pine

 Mountain 54

19. Pingree Park, 

 Monument Gulch 56

20. Greer Road 58

Fort Collins, Walden,
Red Feather Lakes,
Buckhorn Canyon

AREA 1

Highway 14 passes through Poudre Canyon west of 
Fort Collins. It is one of Colorado’s most popular 
scenic drives. Consequently, it sees heavy traffic as 
hikers, bikers, fishermen, rafters, kayakers, campers 
and motorized recreationalists escape to the moun-
tains on summer weekends. Established campgrounds 
along this major highway fill quickly and reservations 
are almost always necessary. Fortunately, as you head 
farther north and west, traffic dissipates quickly. Here 
you’ll find solitude and lots of free dispersed camping. 
Plan your trip carefully, however, as gas stations are 
few and many miles apart. 
 Thirteen new routes have been added to Area 1, 
including a little-known back way into the North Sand 
Hills Recreation Area. The payoff of this route is the 
last few miles, where a rough, steep road descends 
rapidly through the forest and opens to incred-
ible views above the dunes. Two new routes, Bald 
Mountain and Sevenmile Creek, connect Kelly Flats 
to Green Ridge Road, forming one of the longest and 
most punishing hard-core trips in Colorado.   

# Name Pg.

Green = Easy,   Blue = Moderate,   Red = Difficult

Trail #2 allows backcountry access to North Sand Hills from the Red Feather Lakes area. 

RED FEATHER
LAKES

© 2011 FunTreks, Inc.
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Lots of dispersed camping along Deadman Road. 

Overview: Deadman Road is a major 
county road that provides access to 
many OHV roads in the Red Feather 
Lakes area. Unlicensed vehicles cannot 
ride on the road, but much free camp-
ing is available, so people tow in and 
camp near their favorite OHV trail. The 
road is closed in the winter from Dec. 1 
through June 14. 

Rating: Easy. Wide, dusty and rocky 
in places, but generally traffic moves 
swiftly. Intermittent road damage is 
very common until the road dries out, 
usually by midsummer. 

Stats: Length: 23 miles. Time: 1½ to 2 
hours. High point: 10,300 ft. Best time 
to go: Mid July-Late Sept.

Current Conditions: Roosevelt 
National Forest, Canyon Lakes R.D. 
Call (970) 295-6700. 
 
Getting There: From Fort Collins, take 
Highway 287 northwest to Livermore 
and turn left on paved Red Feather 
Lakes Road 74E. Head west about 24 
miles. Just past Red Feather Lakes, 
turn left off pavement onto Deadman 
Road, marked C.R. 162 (MVUM shows 
as C.R. 86). You can also reach Red 
Feather Lakes from Highway 14 near 
Rustic. Head north on C.R. 69 about 3 
miles. Turn left where 68C goes right to 
Boy Scout Camp. Go west about a mile, 
then follow road north another 5.5 miles 
to Red Feather Lakes. When you reach 
paved 74E, turn left for Deadman Road. 

25

Historical Highlight: Red Feather Lakes: A post 
of� ce was � rst established in 1896 at what was then 
called the Perry Ranch. The area was � rst called 
Westlake, but later became Red Feather Lakes. 
Businessmen decided to develop the area in the early 
1900s. Ditches and dams were built to create many of 
the lakes. In 1923, an association was established to 
develop what has become an outstanding recreation 
area. About 500 people live here year round.

Zero trip odometer   [Rev. Miles] 
Bear left off paved Red 
Feather Lakes Road 74E 
and head west on Dead-
man Road, Rd. 162.  [23.0] 
 N 40° 47.53´  W 105° 36.20´

Forest Service gate 
(closed in winter).  [20.2] 
Picnic table on left with 
view to east.  [18.8] 
Continue straight past 
Killpecker Road, F.S. 300, 
on left. Good staging area 
here.  [18.3] 
 N 40° 48.59´  W 105° 40.52´

North Fork Poudre F.S. 
Campground on right 
across bridge.  [16.1] 
Continue straight. Pearl 
Beaver Road goes right to 
C.R. 80C  [15.9] 
 N 40° 48.72´  W 105° 42.87´

Roaring Creek Road, Trail 
#11, goes left.  [11.7] 
Continue straight. Right 
goes to Deadman Look-
out, Trail #5.    [11.6]
F.S. 319 goes left to Bald 
Mountain Road and 
Green Ridge Trail, Trails 
#9 and #10.  [10.2] 
Sand Creek Road on 
right, Trail #4.   [9.6] 
 N 40° 48.89´  W 105° 48.15´

Deadman Road ends at 
C.R. 80C. Left goes to 
Laramie River Road 103 
and Back Way to North 
Sand Hills, Trail #2.    [0.0] 
 N 40° 52.38´  W 105° 52.63´ 

0.0

2.8

4.2

4.7

6.9

7.1

11.3
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at www.funtreks.com 
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05 Easy 
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More Trails

Gray tone indicates portion
described in Mileage Log

Unpaved 
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AREA 1 map on page 18

Hill Top General Store.  

Dowdy Lake is located on east side of town before start of Deadman Road (see map detail). 

West end of Deadman Rd. above Laramie Riv. Rd.

Red Feather Trading Post and stores below all sell gas.  

Red Feather Super Market.  
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Climb begins here on west side. 

Overview: This is a fun little trip on 
a warm day with the top down. We 
found lots of wildflowers in mid July. 
Great views, especially at Waypoint 04 
above the reservoir. Small challenges; 
not overwhelmingly difficult. Make 
sure you have a fishing license if you 
decide to fish. Closed to vehicles from 
September 1 to May 1. Call about regu-
lations during hunting season.

Rating: Moderate. Rocky and steep at 
the top, but most high-clearance SUVs 
should be able to do it. Easy drive to 
reservoir.   

Stats: Length: 13.8 miles if you drive 
everything described here. Time: About 

2 hours. High point: 7,340 ft. Best time 
to go: June-late August.

Current Conditions: Colorado Division 
of Wildlife, Fort Collins office. Call 
(970) 472-4300.

Getting There: From Fort Collins: 
take Hwy. 287 northwest. Continue past 
Livermore about 3 miles and turn left on 
Cherokee Park Road 80C. Follow this 
wide dirt road 10.6 miles west to small 
parking area on right. Read and follow 
posted regulations. From Red Feather 
Lakes: Take Prairie Divide Road north. 
It is first marked 67J, then changes to 
179. Turn right at 80C and go 3.6 miles 
to trail on left. 

6
Cherokee Park, Halligan Reservoir

AREA 1 map on page 18
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Zero trip odometer   [Rev. Miles] 
WEST SIDE: 
After parking area, pass 
through gate and turn left.   
Go past toilet and follow 
road uphill.   [2.8] 
 N 40° 52.75´  W 105° 24.16´

Climb steep, rocky sec-
tion.   [0.7] 
Bear right.    [0.2] 
Stop here. Left ends 
where it is hard to turn 
around. Right ends at 
gauging station. Return to 
start.   [0.0]  
 N 40° 53.89´  W 105° 24.92´ 

Zero trip odometer  
EAST SIDE: 
From Waypoint 01, head 
east on 2-track road.   [4.1] 
Bear left uphill. Rocky 
climb begins.   [1.8] 
 N 40° 53.22´  W 105° 22.57´

Stay right just before trail 
ends at rock outcrop with 
view of reservoir. Head 
back downhill.   [1.3] 
 N 40° 53.53´  W 105° 22.26´

Stay left towards reser-
voir.   [0.8] 
Road ends at small park-
ing area to i sh. Return to 
start.    [0.0] 
 N 40° 53.08´  W 105° 21.98´
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Grid size - 0.5 miles

Rocky ledges

04

05

Historical Highlight: Halligan Reservoir was built 
in  1911 for flood control and water retention for 
the city of Fort Collins. Due to heavy sedimentation 
problems, discussions have been underway to enlarge 
the dam to increase the size of the reservoir. 

Gate at start of trail. Read regulataions. Approaching Waypoint 05 at reservoir. 

Rocky ledges between Waypoints 03 and 04. 

Left at Waypoint 02 quickly deadends at tight spot to turn around.
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Zero trip odometer   [Rev. Miles] 
MOODY HILL: 
Head uphill on steep, 
rocky F.S. 513.   [5.1] 
 N 40° 34.26´  W 105° 20.88´

Stay left.   [5.0] 
Steepest, rockiest section 
of trail.    [4.6] 
Stay left. 513A goes right 
to camp spot.   [4.0] 
Continue straight. Left 
goes to camp spot with 
so-so view.    [3.5] 
Turn left at top of long hill 
on F.S. 132. Right dead-
ends at quarry.   [2.5] 
 N 40° 33.80´  W 105° 22.95´

Stay left on 132 where 
132B goes right. Good 
camping here.   [2.2] 
After passing two roads 
on right, you reach major 
intersection. Right exits 
downhill to Buckhorn 
Road 44H. Left passes 
through private land.   [0.0] 
 N 40° 32.73´  W 105° 27.79´

Zero trip odometer   
CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN: 
To continue uphill to 
Crystal Mountain from 
Waypoint 03, proceed 
straight ahead on OHV 
road 344.    [3.9] 
Intersect with larger road. 
Stay right.    [2.4] 
 N 40° 32.00´  W 105° 24.48´

Bear right to stay on
F.S. 344.   [2.1] 
 N 40° 31.71´  W 105° 24.64´

Driver’s choice.   [1.9] 
Climb obstacle then bear 
right.   [1.8] 
Stay left. Lesser road to 
right.   [1.6] 
Another tough spot.   [1.0] 
Stay right.   [0.8] 
Stay right uphill.   [0.5] 
Continue straight where 
road goes right.   [0.2] 
Wide spot in tight trees. 
Best to stop here where 
you can turn around.   [0.0] 
 N 40° 32.18´  W 105° 26.21´

Road continues short 
distance left to quartz 
overlook. Return the way 
you came. Bear left at 
Waypoint 03 to Buckhorn 
Road in 2.5 miles. Gate is 
usually open at bottom.
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Moody Hill, Crystal Mountain 

AREA 1 map on page 18
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Grid size - 0.5 miles

ROOSEVELT
NATIONAL
FOREST

Stone
quarry

Private  Land

Start

This obstacle on F.S. 344 can be bypassed.

Overview: The trail begins and ends 
with fun rocky climbs. Abundant dis-
persed camping at various points along 
the route. The road to Crystal Mountain 
crosses a patchwork of private land. 
Stay on the route shown at all times to 
avoid landowner conflicts. Gates open 
June 15 and close Nov. 30 under normal 
conditions. Call ahead.  

Rating: Difficult. Steep, rocky sections 
are easier with lockers, but most high-
clearance, short-wheel-based 4x4s can 
manage the trail if the driver has some 
offroad experience.
 
Stats: Length: 9 miles to top of Crystal 
Mountain. Time: Allow 4-6 hours for 

complete loop back to start. High point: 
9,800 ft. Best time: July-September.

Current Conditions: Roosevelt N.F., 
Canyon Lakes R.D. (970) 295-6700. 

Getting There: From Loveland: Take 
Hwy. 34 west and turn right on Hwy. 27 
following signs to Masonville. Turn left 
at T in Masonville and continue another 
10.7 miles to Buckhorn Road 44H on 
left. Go west 1.5 miles to F.S. 513 on 
left across from parking area. From 
Fort Collins: Follow directions for Old 
Flowers Road, Trail #15. Take Stove 
Prairie Rd. south 4 miles to 44H on 
right. From Pingree Park Road: See 
mileage chart on Page 57.

Climbing to Waypoint 02.

Start of trail across from parking lot.

Climb to Crystal Mountain is steep and rocky.

Novice driver gets a few pointers on � rst climb.
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